Treatment of segmental tracheomalacia and bronchomalacia by implantation of an airway splint.
A silastic reinforced marlex mesh splint was inserted surgically to support a collapsing airway in 3 children with tracheomalacia and 1 with bronchomalacia. The operation was well tolerated and no complications occurred. The splint successfully eliminated symptoms of airway collapse in all children. Its effect on airway growth is not yet certain. This method is applicable to patients with tracheomalacia in whom vascular suspension does not eliminate collapse and for those with bronchomalacia in whom pulmonary resection might otherwise be necessary.